Writing Activities
Prompts – 
· Describe the sights, smells, and sounds from a summer cookout from a puppy’s point of view.
· Plan a picnic for you and your family.  Where will you go?  How will you get there?  What will you eat and drink?  What will you do?  After you are done planning, go on the picnic with your family!
· Does summer feel like the longest season of the year, the shortest season of the year, or the same length as all the others?  Explain.
· In honor of the Fourth of July, make a list of ten or more adjectives that describe fireworks.  Write each adjective in a burst.
· You’ve been invited to camp out in your friend’s backyard. Write a scary story to tell while you hold a flashlight under your chin.  (Remember to make sure it’s not too scary!)
· Describe your favorite place to be in summer without actually naming the place. Then have someone see if they can guess where you wrote about.
· Write a paragraph describing someone in your family.
· If you could be any color of crayon, what color would you be?
· If you could be president for a day, what would you change?
3rd Grade Writing Expectations:
Paragraphs should be 8-10 sentences and contain the following:
· Main Idea (1-2 sentences) with an INTERESTING LEAD
· 1st Supporting detail – 3 sentences
· 2nd Supporting detail – 3 sentences
· Conclusion
· Phrases and clauses (tell where, when, how)
· Similes/Metaphors
· Onomatopoeia
· Adjectives, adverbs, specific nouns, and action verbs!
Stories should be 3-5 paragraphs and contain the following:
· Introduction (1-2 sentences)
· Beginning – 5 sentences
· Middle – 5 sentences
· [bookmark: _GoBack]End – 5 sentences
· Conclusion (1-2 sentences)
Having your child keep a journal is a great way to practice writing skills.  Depending on your child, he/she can keep a daily journal or pick one exciting even each week to write about.
Group story writing – each member in your family starts a story.  So, if there are four of you, there will be four people writing the beginning to a story.  You can either pick a common theme or just have everyone write about what they want.  After 5 minutes, swap papers.   Then, each person continues the story that they have been given.  Swap the stories every 5 minutes until everyone has had a chance. The challenge is that everyone has to read the story before they start writing to make sure it makes sense!



