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3rd Grade
Mrs. Capozza, Room 211

Mrs. Hegwood, Room 207
Ms. McQueeney – Student Teacher

Ms. Powers, Room 216

Brown Mission Statement

Our mission at Brown International is to empower learners to grown and evolve into compassionate, confident, contributing citizens of the world.  Learners will be open-minded to multiple perspectives, advocate for peace, and promote change within our global community.

Primary Years Program
· International Baccalaureate Program for children ages 4-11 that strives to promote mindful citizens.

· Learner Profiles – Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk Takers, Balanced and Reflective.

· Attitudes – Empathy, Appreciation, Cooperation, Respect, Commitment, Enthusiasm, Creativity, Confidence, Tolerance, Curiosity, Integrity, and Independence.
· Brown International 3Cs – Cooperation, Commitment, Curiosity.

· By the end of 5th grade, it is our hope that students graduating from Brown will demonstrate the ability to think, to learn, to achieve and to care.
Literacy Instruction

· Open Court - focusing on reading comprehension skills and vocabulary.

· Intervention Enrichment – Literacy focused enrichment – 45 minutes every day.

· Writing Alive – including Daily Sentence Styling
· Units of Inquiry will also be a focus for reading/writing.

Math Instruction

· Everyday Mathematics

· Math Facts in a Flash

· Aleks

· Units of Inquiry will also be a focus for math.
PYP Units of Inquiry

· How We Express Ourselves – focusing on poetry and figurative language
· How the World Works – focusing on our changing Earth
· Sharing the Planet – focusing on food chains and ecosystems
· How We Organize Ourselves – focusing on economics
· Where We Are in Place and Time – focusing on ancient history
· Who We Are – focusing on what makes a hero
Schedule:

· 8:55am – Bell Rings

· 9:00-9:40am – Morning Meeting, DLI, Spelling, Skills
· 9:40-10:25am – Specials 

· 10:25-11:25am  - Guided Reading
· 11:25-12:10pm – Inquiry into Writing
· 12:10-12:55pm -Lunch (Recess is from 12:10-12:35, Lunch is from 12:35-12:55)

· 1:00-2:15pm – Math

· 2:15-3:00pm – Intervention Enrichment
· 3:00-3:45pm – Inquiry into Science and Social Studies
Homework – 3rd grade is lucky enough to have Planners this year.  Please give your child’s homeroom teacher $3 (if you haven’t already) in order to cover the cost of these planners.  Every day, your child will bring home his/her planner.  Please check the planner for important information about homework, classroom activities, reflections, spelling words, upcoming events, etc.  There will also be a place for them to record their reading AND a spot for you to sign to show that they told you about what they read.  We recommend 20-25 minutes of reading a night.  Please note that homework will NOT ALWAYS come back to you graded.  Often, we collect and will use it to pull small groups.
Classroom Management – At the beginning of the year, each classroom came together to set their Essential Agreements.  The expectation is that students will follow these agreements, along with their IB Attitudes, Learner Profiles, and the 3 C’s – Cooperation, Commitment and Curiosity.  The 3 C’s are new to Brown.  They basically represent the IB Attitudes, Profiles and School Essential Agreements – all tied into one.  Teachers and staff will be giving away 3 C “tickets” to students consistently showing one of the C’s.  These will be collected and prizes will be given at the end of each month.  
3rd grade teachers will also be giving out Star Student tickets to students consistently showing their IB Attitudes. These tickets will also be collected in the classroom and there will be weekly drawings for prizes.  If you happen to be at the dollar store and find prizes to add to our prize box that would be GREATLY appreciated!

Each individual classroom also offers a type of “point” party. This is an award that the students earn as a class. Points or beans are given when the class works together on projects or receives compliments from staff or substitutes.

If a child is given warnings and still does not follow our agreements, then he/she will be asked to refocus in another classroom.  During that time, he/she will fill out a refocus paper and that will be sent home. Please go over the refocus sheet with your child and sign it, returning it to the teacher the next day.

Volunteers – Please let us know if you are interested in volunteering.  The best time to volunteer would be during Guided Reading (10:25-11:25am) and Writing (11:25-12:10).  Volunteers will be on a first come, first serve basis.  However, if you are available for field trips, special projects, school events, etc., please let us know.   Please understand that we need adequate notice if you plan on volunteering so that we can effectively plan for your participation in the classroom.
Accelerated Reader – STAR testing is over and we have met with the students to go over their AR zones and goals.  For those of you that are new to Accelerated Reader (AR), it’s a computer program which checks students’ comprehension on finished book.  During independent reading and at home, students are asked to read a book in their zone.  Once they are finished they can quiz on the book and earn points towards their goals.  Points differ based on reading levels.  Unfortunately, students are not allowed to quiz at home; however, if they finish a book at home, let us know and they can quiz first thing.  You can log on to AR (your child should know his/her log-in information) at home and check your child’s progress at : https://hosted252.renlearn.com/245193/HomeConnect.

Parent Portal –you have not done so already, please create your Parent Portal account.  In order to create this account, you will need an email address, the first five digits of your GUID and their Person ID (these can be obtained from the main office but please make sure to bring in proof of identification).  Once you have all that information, visit myportal.dpsk12.org and create your account.  You will be able to get your child’s COSLs (Characteristics of Successful Learners) scores every two to three weeks.
Miscellaneous Information 

· Snacks – Snack time if from 10:25-10:40am.  If you would like to donate any healthy snacks (fruit, fruit snacks, granola bars) to the classroom for those children who do not have snacks at this time, please do!  It’d be greatly appreciated.  
· Water bottles – as you can tell, it’s warm in here. Even with the temperatures cooling off, it will still be warm and your child will need to be hydrated.  If your child does not already have a water bottle, please send one in with him/her.

· School Visitors – MUST check in at the office and get a badge.

· Attendance – it’s very important that your child is at school when the bell rings!  If your child is going to be absent and you know ahead of time, please let us know and we will send work home.  Also, please know that it is equally important that your child stays until the end of the school day.  If you know ahead of time that your child will be leaving early, please let us know as soon as possible so we can send any work home to be completed that night.
· After School Pick-Up – If you are picking up your child after school, please make sure to be there by 4pm.  We all have after school responsibilities so please respect this and be there to get your child on time. If you know that you will be late, please call the office so that we know to have your child wait for you in the office.  

· Birthdays – Birthdays will be celebrated the last 15 minutes of the day in the classroom.  Please pre-schedule this event with your child’s teacher.   If you would like to bring something in for the kids to eat, please bring in enough for the class (right now we are at about 28 kids per room).   If possible, please bring in something healthy for the kids to eat or a small gift for each child.
· Playworks – Brown has been very fortunate this year and is again part of the Playworks Project.  Coach Adrienne is here and is working with the kids to ensure safe, healthy play and physical activity.  She is helping the students create a positive environment on the playground which helps improve their learning, reduces bullying and increases their fun!  Ask your child to share with you what Coach Adrienne has been teaching him/her. 
Contact Information:  
We want to work with you to make sure that your child has the best 3rd grade learning experience, so please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.  Together we know that we can make partner up to make a difference in your child’s life!
· Email:  amy_hegwood@dpsk12.org, melissa_capozza@dpsk12.org, susan_powers@dpsk12.org
· Phone:  720-424-9250.  This is the office number.    Please note that we will not take calls during instructions. If you leave a message, we will return your call as soon as possible.
· If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please contact us via email or we can also set up a conference before or after school. 
· Please visit our websites for updates and make sure to check out our blogs.  These websites will be a key component to our parent/teacher communication!
· Amy Hegwood – www.amyhegwood.yolasite.com
· Melissa  Capozza – www.capozzascrew.yolasite.com
· Susan Powers – www.mspowers3rdgrade.yolasite.com
Thanks again!  We are all looking forward to a successful and fun year!  Again, please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions, concerns or comments!
