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Dear Third Grade Families,

I hope that you enjoyed your winter break as much as my family and I did. Upon returning we continued learning about ancient civilizations and their contributions to modern day society. As a summative assessment, students will be creating a diorama or a model to show contributions of ancient civilizations. Although we encourage parent support in all homework tasks, like always, it is important that the work be student work. Your child’s homeroom teacher will be giving him/her an informational page on this project, which will also include the due dates. Please join us on January 25 from 2:45-3:30 to view these projects and other work from our unit.

In addition, we have been integrating into our lessons more discussion of test taking strategies in order to prepare for the upcoming TCAP (formerly CSAP). We are sending home many of the “words to know” that will help them do well on the test.  You can review these with your child if you wish. Thank you for your support!

Looking ahead our next unit falls under How We Organize Ourselves. It is entitled Money Makes the World Go ‘Round and focuses on the central idea, “Economic systems empower people to manage and organize themselves through the exchange of goods and services.” In connection with this unit, Junior Achievement will be teaching lessons to our class on February 13. 

We have run out of some school supplies. If you can donate any of the following, it would be GREATLY appreciated:
-Clorax wipes
-Black dry erase markers 
-#2 pencils

Below are a few dates to remember:
January 21-22: No school: MLK Day and Teacher workday
January 25: Where We are in Place and Time Culminating Exhibit- 2:45-3:30 p.m.
February 13: Junior Achievement
February 18-19: No School: Presidents’ Day and Teacher Workday
February 26-27:  3rd Grade TCAP Reading 
March 12-14: 3rd Grade TCAP Writing
March 19-21: 3rd Grade TCAP Math







Writing TCAP – Words to Know!!!!
Read over these at home so you know what they mean on the TCAP.

	Word/Phrase
	What to do or what it means

	Prompt
	The directions that tell you what to write.  You must follow the prompt in your writing.

	Key Words
	The most important words from the prompt that you should use in your writing.  Make sure they are spelled (copied) correctly in your answer.

	Paragraph
	Write at least 5 sentences with a clear beginning, middle, and end.   Don’t forget interesting details to support your thinking!

	Explain with Details
	Include reasons to support your main idea of your paragraph.  Don’t just tell something, but add more information or ideas to your work.

	Punctuation
	Period .       Question Mark ?        
 Comma    ,          Exclamation Point   !  
Quotation Marks   “  “ (around someone speaking)    
Apostrophe  we’ll (contractions/possessives) 

	Rubric
	The rubric scores the student’s writing in several areas. (Organization, Content, Style/Fluency, Language Usage)

	Capitalization
	Capitalize: Names, Titles, I, Beginning of the Sentence
Lowercase: All other letters

	Grammar
Subject/Verb Agreement
	Your subject/noun and verb match that follow the rules of English.
“I am going to the store.”  
NOT “I are going to the store.”



	Edit
	Check over your writing so all of your sentences make sense and are correct.

	Complete the sentence with the BEST word
	Choose the word that makes the MOST sense in the sentence the test gives you.

	Edit the Paragraph
	Fix any errors above the underlined part
Put OK if the underlined part is correct (only 1 or 2)
Print perfectly so it can be graded correctly

	Fill in the blank with a sentence
	If the blank is at the beginning of the paragraph, choose a topic sentence for your answer – something that tells about the WHOLE paragraph.
Blank is in the middle – Detail sentence
Blank is at the end – Conclusion sentence so it should be similar to the topic sentence and “sum up” what the paragraph was about



Reading TCAP – Words to Know!!!
Read over these at home so you know what they mean on the TCAP.

	Word/Phrase
	What to do or what it means

	Sequence
	Put events in order, text shows steps

	Fact
	Something true that can be checked or proven

	Opinion
	Someone’s thoughts or feelings

	Connect
	Put together 2 pieces of information

	Text, passage, article, poem, story, piece, selection
	
Part of the test you have to READ!

	According to…
	Tells you to look in the text for the answer

	Mainly
Summarizes
	Main idea, what is it ALL about
What the WHOLE story is about

	Compare/Contrast
	How 2 things are different (not alike) and the same (similar, alike)

	Why do you think?
	Use your schema and brain to think about the story and infer the answer.

	Main character
	Most important person/animal, this character is talked about the most

	Summary
	Write only the MOST important things that happened in the story.  Include characters and setting in the first sentence.  Remember the problem and solution.

	Section
	Small part or piece of text, usually non-fiction

	Purpose
	The meaning or reason for something

	Synonyms
	2 words that mean the same thing
clever=smart         ancient = old

	Root Words or 
Base Words
	Drop the ending (ing, s, ed, ly)  or beginning (un, in, ab, sub) to find the root word
Pretest = Root/base word is test, prefix is pre-
Quickly = Root/base word is Quick, suffix is ly
Unpredictable = Root/base word is predict

	Compound Words
	2 separate words, put together make a new word
basket + ball = basketball
butter + fly = butterfly

	Prefix
Suffix
	Prefix: re = again
Examples: reopen = open again
                  reheat = heat again
Prefix: un = not or opposite of
Examples: unlucky = not lucky
                     Unfair = not fair

	Paragraph
	Part of the text where it indents and starts a new topic.  Used in fiction and non-fiction pieces.

	Stanza
	Each verse of the poem.  Look back at the “stanza” the test is referring to.

	Besides ________, 
 ________________
	Besides tells you one thing and then you need to add something in addition to the first idea.
Example: Besides ice cream, I also like cookies for dessert.
Besides basketball, students can join soccer too.

	What happens WHILE…
	While means at the same time as something else

	Instead
	Instead means to choose something else to replace one idea.
Example: Instead of going to the store, I went to the park.
Instead of doing my homework, I played video games.
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