Dear 3rd Grade Families:

We have begun our new unit Earth, Wind, and Fire that falls under the theme How the World Works. In this unit, the central idea is: “Scientific principles explain why the earth’s physical features change.” Students will inquiry into:
· Ways the earth’s materials can be broken down, including the rock cycle
· How changes in matter impact the earth’s surface
· Using media sources to collect and analyze data about the earth’s materials
· How changes in the earth’s materials make them usable for human activity

Key teacher questions are:
· What is the earth made of?
· What causes the earth to change?
· How do we know that the earth is changing?
· How are earth materials used?

[bookmark: _GoBack]During this unit, we will be doing different science labs in class. One of the labs, UnEarth Colorado, will be put on by the Education Outreach department from the Museum of Nature and Science. This will occur Friday, October 19th. In addition we will be visiting the Museum of Nature and Science and its current Pompeii Exhibit on Monday, October 29th. 

Here are some ways to to incorporate this unit at home:
· Ideas from BrainPOP.org:
· Rock Rules: Accompany your child on a walk and collect rocks together. Be sure to check that it is acceptable to gather rocks, since it is sometimes forbidden in certain areas. Pick up rocks of different colors and sizes. Then bring the rocks home and have your child sort them in different ways. Ask him or her to discuss their sorting rule out loud. Then you take the rocks and sort them and have your child figure out the sorting rule. After you each take several turns, your child can use the rocks to make a rock garden or a rock sculpture in your yard or in a local park or community garden.
·  Trip to the Museum. Most natural history museums have a section about rocks and minerals. Walk through the exhibit with your child. Discuss how rocks and minerals are useful and valuable. You can extend this lesson to the exhibit on fossils. How do rocks provide clues about what life was like long ago on Earth? What does your child think people in the Stone Age used rocks for? Make sure your child brings a notebook to take notes and sketch.
· Discuss your own visits to different landforms. Remind your child of various landforms he/she has already visited when he/she was younger. Show pictures if you have them.  Conduct a mini inquiry with your child investigating how one of the landforms was created.
· Check out books from the library about erosion, plate tectonics, tsunamis, earthquakes, volcanoes, or specific landforms, such as the Natural Wonders of the World. Magic Tree House and Magic School Bus books are also great books that blend fact and fiction.
· If you are feeling adventurous, head to Red Rocks State Park, Garden of the Gods State Park, or Rocky Mountain National Park and visit the Visitor Centers to learn more information about how they were formed.
If your child does any of the above things, please have your child let us know or write a note in their assignment notebook.

Sincerely,
The Third Grade Team
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