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Happy Spring! We have now entered the final push towards the end of the school year and we have a lot of exciting events planned to end the year with a bang!
 
Shortly before Spring Break, we began our 5th unit of inquiry under the organizing theme Sharing the Planet. It is entitled Chain Reaction.  The central idea is “Living things interconnect, adapt, and change in predictable patterns and cycles.”  By focusing on the rain forest, students are inquiring into:
· How plants and animals are interconnected through food chains
· How living things adapt to environments and meet their needs
· The impact of humans and environmental variables on living things

As part of this unit, we will be visiting the Butterfly Pavilion on April 30th. Please mark your calendar for this event! We need a chaperone for every five students so please let us know if you are available. We will leave at 9 a.m. sharp (Please ensure that your child is on time to school every day, but especially that day).  Our estimated arrival back at Brown is 1:45.  We are asking each student to bring in $5.00 to help cover some of the cost of admission and bus transportation.  Parents are free. Please, no younger siblings.

Throughout this unit, you can help support your child’s learning by reading books related to the unit or surf the internet and explore the plethora of related websites.  “The Kid’s Action Toolkit” is a great resource to download and learn about the rain forest with your child. It is located at: 

ran.org/fileadmin/materials/grassroots/pdf/Kids_Action_Toolkit.pdf

As you already know, April 18 is Student Led Conferences for 3rd grade. If you have not signed up for a time, please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a time.  Remember, this is a conference led by your child. Please see the attached information to learn more about how you can support your child during this event.

As June approaches, the standard is that each child knows he/her multiplication and division facts by the end of the third grade. We work on these regularly throughout the week at school, but it is important that your child is practicing them at home as well.  If you have internet access at home, your child can also practice math skills on ScootPad and/or MobyMax.   Interim exams for math, writing and reading will be in early May, and this information will help give us data on the amount of growth your child has made this year in those subject areas. 

Finally, on April 26th will be the Brown Spring Festival. We will be sending home information regarding this event at a later date.


Butterfly Pavilion Field Trip Form
Please return this form with $5.00. Checks can be made out to Brown Elementary.

Student Name:________________________________________________

Parent Name:___________________________________________		______I am able to chaperone the field trip.



Student Led Conferences
Dear 3rd Grade Families,
	Student Led Conferences will be held April 18th.  You will schedule a 30 minute time to come to Brown with your child this evening.  As with the Student Led Conferences last year, your student must be present as they will lead the conference.  
	The purpose of Student Led Conferences is for students to accept personal responsibility for their academic performance, encourage students in the process of self-evaluation, and increase students’ self-esteem.   Student Led Conferences are a chance for your child to show off what they have accomplished and learned during the first two trimesters.  A critical part of this process involves each child being challenged to reflect on and assess his or her performance during the first two trimesters.  
Students will be facilitators of the conference.  The teacher’s job is to monitor and be available for any questions while the student is in the process of leading the conference.  
The following parent checklist is what you can expect to see from your child and what your role will be during student led conferences.  

Please bring this with you on the day of your conference.  

· Check your child’s agenda.  Help keep your student on track with the conference. 
· Review your child’s reflection sheet.  Ask your child questions if you don’t understand something.
· Let your student discuss their goals and goal setting with you.  Encourage them to reach their goals!
· Review your child’s works during the conference.  Discuss your child’s responses on each piece of work.  Have them explain if necessary.  
· Please complete the Parent Reflection sheet and leave it in the room before you leave.  
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